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An Afternoon to RememberAn Afternoon to Remember
In November 2017 a group of 40+ FoCAS and CWAAS members  assembled in Tullie House Lecture Theatre, 
Carlisle, following an excellent lunch at ‘Cakes and Ale’. We were looking forward to what promised to be a most 
interesting and varied programme of lectures.
To begin Tim Padley gave a talk on female archaeologists in Cumbria, based on research undertaken for Tullie House 
Museum and Art Gallery’s contribution to the display created for the Cumberland and Westmorland Antiquarian 
and Archaeological Society’s 150th anniversary in 2016. The talk began by explaining that the contribution made 
by women was diffi cult to see because they were excluded from academic careers until the 20th century. Often 
they were secondary authors, publishing with their husbands and frequently working in areas such as prehistory, 
which were less well known. Each of these areas was examined and it was pointed out that women could not get 
full degrees at Cambridge University until 1948. However, they had appointed a professor of archaeology ten years 
earlier. In comparison CWAAS had a good track record in this area as women had been admitted as members 

since the beginning. The careers of three pioneering women, 
Mary Fair, Kate Hodgson and Claire Fell were presented. The 
contrast to the later 20th century when women were allowed to 
have careers in their own right was shown through the work of 
three women, Dorothy Charlesworth, Rachel Newman and Dot 
Boughton.
Tim was followed by Paul Guppy, the Director of Gladly Solemn 
Sound.  Many FOCAS members will remember attending an 
afternoon of their West Gallery music at Troutbeck Church as 
few years ago.  The group approached FOCAS for a grant to 
extend their investigation into Cumbria’s West Gallery music at 
the various archive centres in the county, and to support their 
plan to create a CD of the music which will be made available to 
archives and libraries in Cumbria.  Paul gave an interesting and 
entertaining talk which brought this music alive through talking 
about the characters involved and how the music had survived.  
In one case the music had been taken to America with emigrants 
before fi nding its way back to Cumbria more recently.  We were 
privileged to be able to listen to some of the recordings that have 
already been made, in addition to some that the choir had made 
especially for us.  FOCAS members will be notifi ed when the 
project is complete and the CD available.
The fi nal part of the day was related to the artist Percy Kelly.  
Unfortunately a technical failure in the gallery meant that we 
could not actually visit the exhibition, but Chris Wadsworth, 
the curator, brought extra pictures which allowed us to see 
what we were missing!  She gave us a background to PK’s 
life and his art explaining that his interest in the industrial 
coastal areas of Cumbria set him apart from most of the artists 
working in the county.  Chris talked about his illustrated letters, 

especially those that he sent to Joan David.  The images she 
showed demonstrated his range of talent across watercolours, 
oils, charcoals and prints.  Rob David followed with a short 
presentation in which he recounted his impressions of PK 
at two meetings, one at an exhibition in Troutbeck, and one 
at his home on Norfolk shortly before he died in 1993.  Rob 
brought a number of pictures from his collection so that the 
audience had some real pictures to look at.  At the end Tullie 
House provided us with a free pass to the exhibition and 
hoped that people would return on some later occasion.
Despite disappointment at having had to miss the guided 
tour of the PK exhibition, this had proved to be a memorable 
afternoon with something for everyone. 
Images. Top: Paul Guppy. Centre: Chris Wadsworth. 
Bottom: Rob David (Adrian Allan)
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J.G.A. Kitchen, Windermere Inventor, 
1869-1940

Jack Kitchen lodged 175 Provisional Patent Applications and of 
these 118 were completed. He invented a  huge  range of diverse 
objects including  the famous Kitchen rudder used during WWII,  
an elliptical wheel, a gas gramophone, a boiler and burner, vehicle 
lamps, peristaltic pump, a WWI fi eld kitchen, self-heating food tins, 
remote radio control, fi shing reels and even an annular  aircraft.

I have a number of connections relating to Jack Kitchen including:
• my grandfather knew him well and often visited his workshop.    

He bought one of the patents and I have the prototype of the 
object

• in the Windermere Steamboat Museum, which was founded by 
my family, there are three boats with Kitchen connections

• Paul Wilson, later Lord Wilson of High Wray, lived in Kendal and 
wrote a research paper on Kitchen for the Newcomen Society 
of which he was a former President. He was a founder patron of 
the Windermere  Steamboat Museum Before he died he wrote 
giving me permission to re-write his paper for non-engineers 
and to use the material. I have a draft of a script suitable for 
reading by non-engineers  

• I have a small collection of Kitchen artifacts including an elliptical 
wheeled wheelbarrow.

I am looking for someone who can assist with putting all this 
together. Ideally it might suit a retired academic or engineer who 
can understand the principles of the inventions and do good simple 
technical drawing. I have copies of many of the patent drawings 
but they are old-fashioned and are not always easy to follow. I also 
have a small archive of letters and other materials which needs to 
be sorted and where appropriate information slotted into the script. 
Good quality photographs of some of the objects is also needed.  All 
the material is in Windermere.

If anyone could assist with what could perhaps become a booklet, 
please could they contact me: 

Mrs. Diana Matthews JP DL, Rayrigg Hall, Windermere 
LA23 1BW
Tel: 015394 47243 Email: diana.matthews1@btinternet.com

Useful Information
FOCAS Offi ce holders
Patron  Claire Hensman, Lord Lieutenant of Cumbria
President  Lord Inglewood
Chair  Lorna Mullett, 01768 840903, wastwater@talktalk.net
Vice President  Mary Wane, Email: mwane22@phonecoop.coop
Vice Chair  Susan Dench, 279, Newtown Road, Carlisle CA2 7LS, 01228 524600
Secretary Adrian Allan, The Golden Fleece, Carleton, Carlisle, CA4 0AN
Treasurer  Ian Jones, Pettitoes, Hardcrag Way, Grange over Sands, Cumbria, LA11 6BH
Editor  Jean Turnbull, 61 Bellingham Road, Kendal, LA9 5JY, jean2.turnbull@btinternet.com
Webmaster  Mike Winstanley. Melandmike73@gmail.com
Research grants  Adrian Allan, The Golden Fleece, Carleton, Carlisle
Membership  Ian Jones
Committee/Trustees Roger Bingham, Rod Grimshaw, Ian Moonie, Diana Matthews, Rob David plus offi cers 
 above  except Patron and President.
Website  www.friendsofcumbriaarchives.org.uk

Archive Service Offi ces
1  Barrow Archive and Local  140 Duke Street, Barrow-in-Furness LA14 1XW. Tel: 01229 407377
 Studies Centre  Fax: 01229 894364 Email: barrow.archives@cumbria.gov.uk
2 Carlisle Archive Centre  Lady Gillford House, Petteril Bank Rd, Carlisle, CA1 3AJ. Tel: 01228 227285. 

 Fax: 01228 607270. Email: carlisle.archives@cumbria.gov.uk
3 Kendal Archive Centre  Kendal County Offi ces, Kendal. LA9 4RQ.Tel: 01539 713540/713539
  Fax: 01539 773538. Email: kendal.archives@cumbria.gov.uk
4 Whitehaven Archive and  Scotch Street, Whitehaven. CA28 7NL. Tel: 01946 506420. 
 Local Studies Centre  Fax: 01946 852919. Email: whitehaven.archives@cumbria.gov.uk
5 Conservation Unit  Petteril Bank House, Petteril Bank Road, Carlisle CA1 3AJ. Tel: 01228 227252
  Email: conservation.unit@cumbria.gov.uk
Deadlines for copy for the Newsletter are: 
1 April  (May edition); 1 September (October edition); 1 December (January edition)

The Kendal Flood of 2015 
Archive

On 9 November 2017 I was pleased to 
attend an evening presentation by Kendal 
Oral History Group (KOHG) on The Kendal 
Flood Project at Kendal Library, launched 
by Councillor Andy Blackman, Mayor of 
Kendal
Following Storm Desmond and the 
concomitant fl ood of 5 December 2015, 
the group realised the necessity of acting 
quickly to create an oral history record of 
the voices of those people who had felt the 
impact of this event and were involved in 
the clean up and response in the months 
and in some cases, years, afterwards.  
This included people whose homes and 
businesses were fl ooded, as well as those 
who actively helped them, either in a 
voluntary capacity or as representatives of 
the various agencies who responded.  The 
members of KOHG recorded around 50 
interviews for this project, which were then 
transcribed and are now available through 
the local studies section of Kendal Library. 
The index and summary sheets are also on 
open access in Kendal Archive Centre.
This was a truly monumental response 
by a very small group of volunteers who 
recognised the importance of creating a 
unique archive for posterity and worked 
with sensitivity and commendable 
commitment, in the immediate aftermath of 
this devastating event.
Please see KOHG website for further 
information: http://kendaloralhistory.com/

Claire Hooson
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From the Chair
I have just got back from the 
fi rst meeting of the Committee 
since the AGM in October 
and need to get this out now 
to meet the deadline – today!

I hope that those who 
attended the Members’ Day/
AGM enjoyed it.  I think that 
we had an excellent number 
of speakers and a good 
range of topics covered.  We 
are already thinking about the 
2018 day so if you do have 
any comments about the way 
the day is covered then do let 
me have them.

We shall be looking at the design of our Website and how we can 
use it to get to more people and users of the Archive Service.  We 
know how valuable a tool websites are and we want to use our 
site, and email facility (for those who have given us permission 
to contact them in this way) to get up-to-date information posted 
to as many members as possible.  If you are happy for us to 
contact you by email but have not as yet given us your email 
address then do send it to me at wastwater@talktalk.net and I 
will ensure that it is included in our distribution list.  

Like many other organisations we need to increase our 
membership.  We can do this by either encouraging members 
who have let their membership slip by forgetting to pay their 
subscriptions, to rejoin, or by recruiting new members.  This is 
where you can help.  If you know someone who is an active 
archive user but who is not a member then do ask them to 
consider joining. The application form is on our website – 
Friends of Cumbria Archives – under Membership.  We have the 
fi nancial means to support three exiting projects being actively 
considered by the Archive Service: the digitisation of tithe, OS 
and other historical maps to go on a website ‘Know Your Place’, 
the digitisation of the encoded diaries and papers of Andrew 
Hudlestone, 1764-81 – potentially of signifi cant importance, 
and the digitisation of the Barrow-based Sankey Photographic 
Collection.  If these projects come to fruition Cumbria Archive 
Service will have made a signifi cant contribution to the up-dating 
of archive management, preservation and access, and FoCAS 
will have played its part in this.

We are aware that there are some problems in gaining 

access to certain archives, particularly at Kendal AC and we 
are seeking clarifi cation on this and will keep you informed of 
developments.

Finally may I remind members that we do have monies set aside 
to offer as Research grants, usually in the region of £250, so do 
check out our website for more information.                                

Many thanks, Lorna 

Another Memorable 
Members’ Day 

Members of FOCAS gathered in the Carlisle 
Archive Centre to enjoy a varied and interesting 
programme of lectures in October 2017. The fi rst 
speaker of the day was John Spedding of Mirehouse, 
Bassenthwaite and his beautifully illustrated talk set 
the scene for what was to be a particularly good day. 
John’s description of his family home’s history and 
literary archive was fascinating – who could have 
guessed that one family could have welcomed so 
many famous writers and artists to their home over 
such a long period? 

Susan Benson, archivist from the Barrow Archive 
Centre was the next to speak. Barrow is famous 
nationwide as one of the major boom towns of 
Victorian Britain and Susan’s talk celebrated the 
town’s 150th anniversary. The story of its rapid 
growth and subsequent decline is a remarkable 
one and was vividly told through a wide range of 
materials held in the archive centre (including some 
lovely maps).  The morning ended with Richard 
Brockington who has now completed his study of 
Kirkoswald parish for the Cumbria VCH. The draft is 
now with the VCH in London undergoing peer review. 
When published this will be the fi rst VCH ‘short’ for 
a Cumbrian parish. Richard described the diffi culties 
and time-consuming nature of undertaking research 
for the VCH – it is certainly not for the faint-hearted! 

An excellent lunch was followed by the AGM - for 
details of the offi cers and committee for the next year 
see the ‘Useful Information’ section on page 2. 

The day ended with an ongoing piece of research. 
Rob David’s study into Lake District holidays of the 
1940s and ’50s is based on his own family diaries and 
photographs, but his research is widening to include 
additional material from people as they hear about 
the project. Following the talk various members of 
the audience added their memories to those he has 
already collected.  

*   Date for your diary  *
The 2018 AGM/ Member’s Day will be 

held on 
Saturday 20 October 2018

From the Treasurer
Can I remind you all that FoCAS membership 
subscriptions were due on 1 January 2018.
Subscriptions for 2018 are unchanged, as follows:

Single member £12
Two members at same address £15
Societies £15

I want to thank all of you who checked, and especially those who corrected, their standing orders or cheque 
payments in 2017.  Your response to my appeal in the spring was excellent.  However there are still a few 
members who are paying at a lower rate.
If you prefer to pay by cheque, please make it payable to FoCAS and forward it as before to:
 Mrs Lorna Mullett
 24 Pennine Way
 Penrith  CA11 8EE                                                                                    Thank you, Ian Jones
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Sergeant Hubert Simpson at Marchelpot, 1918
Sergeant Hubert Simpson, RAMC (Royal Army Medical Corps) wrote two New Year’s resolutions in his diary at 
the beginning of January 1918 (Diary reference WDX 515/2/3/2). One of these was to ‘Take all troubles as lightly as 
possible’.  Unfortunately, the early months of 1918 were going to be as tough as ever for all involved in the horrors of 
WW1.

Hubert Simpson’s diary is an excellent source of information on daily life in a WW1 Casualty Clearing Station (CCS). A 
CCS is a fi eld hospital located close to the battlefi eld allowing the wounded to be treated quickly and moved to a base 
hospital, or back to duty after treatment. They were also far enough away from the confl ict to be beyond the reach of 
shell fi re. 

We have a useful record of Simpson’s input in 
building 34 Casualty Clearing Station in its new 
location at Marchelpot in January 1918.  CCS’s 
were moved according to the location of the Front 
at the time; this site was selected in preparation 
for the Spring ‘push’ once weather conditions had 
improved. These fi eld hospitals comprised tented 
accommodation and some Nissen Huts. On 2 
January 1918 he comments on lorries arriving 
all day with materials for large Nissen huts and 
mentions, a few days later, erecting marquees for 
the quarter master, for linen stores and electricians’ 
stores and for a mortuary and PM room [? post 
mortem room]. He was involved in setting up tents 
for infectious wards and on 9 March he moved the 
canteen to make more room for the mortuary which 
‘is likely to be crowded if we get a push’.  Other 
physical duties he undertook include fi lling-in old 
trenches and condemned latrines and fi lling-in shell 
holes. Once the sick and wounded started to arrive, 
the RAMC workforce would focus on their patients 
rather than construction tasks.

Simpson took walks when possible and on 18 
January he went with friends to Ormiecourt, 35 
minutes’ walk away: ‘a village not quite so ruinous as 
Marchelpot. And what an interesting time we have 
had. A wooden shack in which lives two old people, 
man and wife, who had been there for the period of 
German occupation. Now they are repatriated and 
are trying to build up their farm again. We drank 
wine and bought eggs’. He had less pleasing walks 
too, on 8 February he wrote ‘... someday I intend to 
write an essay describing the scenes of desolation I 
witnessed and the thoughts that occurred to me 
on this grey cheerless morning’. The next day he 
reports ‘nearly broke my neck when exploring an old 
dugout’.

Before enlisting, Hubert had worked with his father 
in his Arts and Crafts wood carving business.  In an 
effort to create some home comforts in his camp 

accommodation, Simpson made beds for two comrades and another for himself.  One day he retrieved timber from a 
ruin in a bombed-out village to make a shelf, and another entry in his diary refers to a washstand which he is very likely 
to have also constructed.  He made blinds for his ‘billets’ and at one point a matron gave him crockery and offered 
to make him some cushions.  It is no surprise that one of the photographs believed to have been taken by Hubert 
Simpson is of the carpenters’ shop at Marchelpot. There were few home comforts and Simpson records having gone 
34 days unbathed, this was broken on 26 January when ‘in the early hours I had the most satisfactory bath in [the]
sterilising room’.  Further unconventional use of facilities on the camp occurred when on 22 February they ‘had so 
many to feed that cooks have had to make pudding in the operating theatre where there is a spare stove’.  Operating 
theatres in CCSs were located within huts (rather than tents) and the operating theatre at Marchelpot is shown in the 
photograph here.

By early 1918, American forces were starting to make an appearance at the camp; America having entered the war in 
April 1917.  Hubert mentions on 12 March that he has been explaining football to the ‘quite a number of Americans we 
are getting now’.

Finally, on 1 May we can read of Hubert Simpson’s enjoyment of tobacco ‘I have smoked endless pipes of very 
excellent tobacco - quite the best we have ever had, made by Illingworths of Kendal’.

Margaret Owen, Archivist, Kendal Archive Centre

Top: Operating theatre in Nissen hut at Marchelpot. Bottom: 
Carpenters’ shop in marquee at Marchelpot (Margaret and 
Percy Duff archive: our ref. WDMD H8157)
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Kendal Mountain Festival
Cumbria Archive Service along with Cumbria Libraries contributed a very successful, free, family event at Kendal 
Mountain Festival on Saturday 18 November.

Four workshops on how Alfred Wainwright produced his famous mountain guide books were held at Kendal Library.  
The sessions were run by Margaret Owen of Kendal Archive Centre assisted on the day by Community Services 
Offi cers, Lyn Prescott, Hannah Clarke and Phil Hilborne. 

Locals as well as people from further afi eld including Colchester, Leicester and Southampton learned about the various 
stages involved in producing a guide book, in the days before computers.  They also had a go at reproducing a 
Wainwright drawing in ink.                              (continued overleaf)

Kendal Archive Centre
Activities 
Heritage Open Day
Kendal Archive Centre, along with three Community Services Offi cers hosted a hugely successful Heritage Open 
Day event on Saturday 9 September.  We showed 450 members of the public the (now decommissioned) Emergency 
Control Centre (nuclear bunker) in the lower ground fl oor of County Offi ces on Stricklandgate.  It was a truly amazing 
turn out.  

Evidence for the 1960s phase of the control centre was recently discovered in the Westmorland County Council civil 
defence papers held in the Archives.  This includes a plan fi rst drawn in 1961, a document showing that the Emergency 
Control Centre was intended to accommodate a staff of 40 drawn from Local Authority and Civil defence personnel 
and correspondence which reveals it was completed all but a bit of tidying up and some map boards by 1968. Nuclear 
hardened concrete blast blocks can still be seen in the grounds of Kendal’s County Offi ces to this day.

In the early 1970s the Emergency Control Centre was designated Cumbria County Control Stand-by HQ (the main HQ 
itself was in the Arroyo Block at Carlisle Castle).  In the mid-1980s it was overhauled in a countrywide refurbishment 
programme of County Emergency Control Centres and various items remain in situ from this phase including blast 
doors, original kitchen and a nuclear hardened telephone exchange.

Barrow Archive and Local Studies Centre
Activities
Book launches and discovery type evenings have continued to be an important part of the outreach done in Barrow. 
I attended the Medieval Fair at Furness Abbey organised by Furness Abbey Fellowship where I had archives on 
show as well as jigsaws and a quiz for children.  For the Heritage Open Days campaign, the  Archive Centre, Roose 
Library, Dalton, Community Centre and Walney Library all hosted events. There were exhibitions in the branch libraries 
with children’s activities (jigsaws using archive pictures, word searches colouring pages using archive photographs). 
Archives relating to George Romney went on display at Dalton Community Centre. Mr Derek Harker gave a talk on 
Walney Lighthouse at Walney Library.  Archives relating to Barrow and Docks 150th anniversary were on display in 
Archive Centre with children’s activities including making their own jigsaws and documents with seals. September saw 
the 150th anniversary of the opening of Barrow Docks so we held an evening on shipping and docks with the book 
launch of Half a Century and More of Ship Photography by Ken Royall. 

In October we continued the shipping theme with the launch of A Piper’s Tale: memories of an apprentice in Barrow 
Shipyard 1965-1970 by Stan Henderson. This time we concentrated on archives from the shipyard. 
In November we held a drop in session for Theatres and Cinemas of Furness to coincide with the exhibition that went 
on display in October and will be up until early January 2018.  This included photographs, scrapbooks and archives 
relating to the local amateur groups as well as the theatres and cinemas.  Visitors enjoyed sharing their memories of 
watching fi lms or working in the cinemas. 

Many local people do not realise that the centre exists so in November we have taken archives out to two local libraries: 
Walney and Ulverston.  This gave local people the chance to see what sort of things we have in the Archive Centre and 
a chance for us to encourage them to visit us.    

I have given a number of talks since the last newsletter: Furness Family History Society visited to Archive Centre; 
Askam History Society; Walney Ladies Guild; Signal Films (training session for volunteers); FOCAS day at Carlisle 
(talk on Barrow and Docks 150th anniversary); Manx Society visited to Archives for a session on the Barrow Blitz.

There have been fewer visits to schools this term. South Walney Junior School asked us to come in to do two sessions: 
one on the Barrow blitz and one on evacuation with two Year 6 classes. We have also provided some photographs of 
buildings which were destroyed by enemy action in 1941 for their walk around the affected area.  One year 6 class from 
Ormsgill School visited the offi ce to look at Barrow during the 19th century and we have provided some information on 
the Ormsgill reservoirs for St Pius X School who are taking part in Lego League competition on water.

As part of our Barrow Streets project, four students from Beaumont College based at Barrow Sixth Form College visited 
us to look at photographs of the town. They will now take photographs. 

Accessions
Accessions have included items from the Barrow Arts club and the Furness Arts Club (BDSO 161 and 162); Minutes 
of committee; reports; plans; dissertations; research notes by warden Tim Dean for book; correspondence from South 
Walney Nature Reserve run by Cumbria Wildlife Trust (BDSO 160); Photographs; programmes for shows; Furness 
Line Action Group newsletters; Barrow Transport Group newsletters; programmes for carnivals from Douglas Fisher 
(BDX 771); Minute books and lists of Members for Ulverston Conservative Club (BDSO 163).                           
                           Susan Benson, Archivist                                                                  
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News from Whitehaven Archives and Local Studies Centre
Recently accessions
Account books from Cockermouth Cottage Hospital, 1936-1947 (YDX 95);
additional papers of the Burns Lindow estate, 1730-2004, including pay sheets and ore returns for some of the mines 
they owned (DLIN);
Plan of How Hall estate, Ennerdale, 1806 (DDI/128/5);
Lakeland Fellmongers Ltd, Workington: business papers, 1989-1998 relating to this sheep pelt processing company.  
It ceased trading, sadly, due to competition from overseas, particularly Turkey (YDB 98);
West Cumbria Coroner, inquest fi les 1996-2001 (YTCR 3);
Bransty School, admission registers and minutes, 1950s-2000s (YDS 64);
Whicham parish, various faculty and parochial papers, 1930s-2000 (YPR 45);
Title deeds and papers relating to properties in Dean, principally Croft House, Low and Mains, 1736-1918 (YDX 713);
A Frizington teacher‘s certifi cates and papers (YDX 714)

Newly catalogued material
Volunteers have continued to list more Waugh and Musgrave solicitors’ papers and they have worked on Bookwell 
Girls Infants School (log books, YDS 103); Egremont deeds (YDX 103); Whitehaven Choral Society (YDSO 56 and 
YDX 364); the Alistair Hird collection, deeds pertaining to Egremont (YDX 678) and various bundles of deeds and 
papers mainly relating to lands in Eaglesfi eld (DWM/900-904).

Diane Hodgson, Archivist
Exhibition and outreach activities
We have hosted a number of exhibitions here at Whitehaven Archive Centre since the last Newsletter.

• 26 Jul to 4 Aug we had a small display celebrating Tom Fletcher Mayson of Silecroft, who was awarded the 
Victoria Cross for gallantry 100 years ago on 31 July

• 15 August this year marked the 70th anniversary of the William Pit disaster. To commemorate this awful day 
in Whitehaven’s history when 104 men lost their lives we held an exhibition and display of original archives. 
Documents included items relating to the disaster and the immediate aftermath such as the offi cial enquiry 
report and witness statements. The event was well attended, including several children and other descendants 
of the men who were killed that day.  These visitors were able to see the papers relating to the compensation 
court case brought against the National Coal Board which give fascinating details of the family and fi nancial 
circumstances of the dependants of the victim. 

• September saw the annual Heritage Open Day festival, we always 
celebrate this event and this year we celebrated the life and work 
of Percy Kelly a local artist who was born in Workington through an 
exhibition and showcases of his illustrated letters to his friend Joan 
David. This proved to be one of our most popular exhibitions this 
year with several local art groups attending from across the county.

• After our Percy Kelly exhibition we hosted an exhibition on the 750th 
anniversary of Egremont Crab Fair, produced by our postgraduate 
archive volunteer (see article on page 8).

• This October marked the 60th anniversary of the worst nuclear 
disaster the country has experienced, the ‘Windscale Fire’. To 
coincide with this anniversary we held a small exhibition on ‘Sellafi eld 
Through the Years’. Original reports into the event along with other 
archives from the nuclear industry’s past were on display. There 
was also the opportunity to listen to peoples fi rst-hand accounts of 
the day from our ‘Sellafi eld Stories’ oral history archive.

• The 350th anniversary of the birth of Jonathan Swift gave us the 
idea to mark ‘Explore Your Archives’ week in November with a 
display of some of our smallest and largest archival items alongside 
each other!. The acclaimed author of Gulliver’s Travels reputedly 
stayed at Whitehaven when he was a small child, at the Red Flag 

Exhibit from the ‘big and little’ archive 
display

Continued from page 5
We had brilliant feedback and we look forward to taking 
part in the festival next year.
Comments include:

‘Really accessible session – great fun & 
    informative for children & parents’ 

‘Really good – fantastic resources and well 
    presented. Learnt lots’.

By email: ‘Thanks for a lovely session on 
Saturday. Both my children have had a go at 
drawing more Wainwrights since they got home 
– they’re inspired!

It was a joint Archive Service and Library Service event 
and I’d also like to mention the help received from Tina 
Smith and Kate Holliday from Kendal Library, as well as Peter Eyre.  81 children and adults attended.  

Margaret Owen, Archivist
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Inn overlooking the Georgian town so legend says.  
Was this his inspiration for the town of Lilliput in his 
classic novel? Whitehaven folk like to think so.

• As part of Cumbria Libraries celebration of Jane 
Austen, Whitehaven Archives created a poster 
display on life in Georgian West Cumbria and 
included images from our holdings and covered 
education, health, trade and leisure.  The display 
was timed to coincide with a sell-out Austen themed 
murder mystery evening at Whitehaven Library.

• And fi nally I visited St Patrick’s School, Cleator 
Moor, on two occasions to give them a talk on the 
William Pit disaster. The children were given a 
presentation and had fi ve activities to complete 
afterwards.        
                     Jacqueline Moore, Community   
                                              Services Offi cer

Servicewide news
We send apologies to any FOCAS members who in recent weeks have encountered problems when trying to use 
CASCAT, our online catalogue.  We have been working with the supplier to try and resolve the stability issues, and after 
a recent upgrade, the service now seems to be operating reliably.
In the New Year we intend to make available complete lists, by offi ce, of all material catalogued during 2017 and 
available in CASCAT.  These lists will be published to:
 http://www.archiveweb.cumbria.gov.uk/CalmView/showcase.aspx

We have been adding more useful data for researchers to our ‘Family history indexes and resources’ webpage.  These 
include more indexes of cemetery burials and monumental inscriptions, admissions of patients to the Cumberland and 
Westmorland Garlands Mental Asylum, 1862-1915, and lists of men serving in the Cumberland Militia in the early 19th 
century.  Go to: http://www.cumbria.gov.uk/archives and click on ‘Catalogues and Guides’.

A team of archivists from the offi ces are meeting every two months to help catalogue and appraise recent accessions 
of modern County Council records held at Carlisle Archives.  This exercise is proving very useful – not only are we able 
to better describe the papers for research use but we are also able to weed out material which should not be retained.  
This is helping to liberate valuable strongroom space at Carlisle Archives.

Robert Baxter, Senior Archivist
Carlisle Archive Centre
Recent Accessions and Cataloguing
Between September and November 2017 we took in 39 new deposits of records.  There have been two interesting 
small collections deposited by local historical societies: 
Cockermouth Heritage Group deposited a collection 
relating to The Rt. Revd. William Edward Augustus Pugh 
(1909-1986) incumbent of All Saints, Cockermouth, 
1962-1970 and later Bishop of Penrith 1970-1979.  The 
collection is largely photographic.  The photographs span 
his whole career, from curate to bishop, many illustrating 
his involvement with local parishioners.  Two examples 
include; making pancakes on Shrove Tuesday with 
children (Photo top right) and helping workmen to lay 
fl oorboards. The later photographs include, the visit of 
Queen Elizabeth II to Carlisle for the Maundy Service in 
1978 (DSO 417).
Solway History Society deposited miscellaneous records 
refl ecting life in Wigton.  Items of particular note include; 
a plan of Smithfi eld Inn, the property of Joseph Coc[k]
ton, 1856 and two scrapbooks compiled by Thomlinson 
Junior School, Wigton, spanning the years 1959-1980 
(Photo bottom right).  The scrapbooks are an excellent 
insight into school life in the 1960s and 1970s and 
include cuttings, photographs and programmes. The 
photographs show sporting events and teams, pupils and 
staff, exterior views of the school and events, including 
Harvest Festivals and retirements of staff. (DSO 287).
A single log book of the 24th Carlisle Ranger Patrol, 
covering the period 1930-1950 contains lively accounts 
of the Patrol’s meetings and activities; the camping 
expeditions were reported with particular enthusiasm.  
The log book includes several photographs: ‘The Chiefs’ 
[of the Movement]; camp at Moat Farm, Ulverston; a hike 
from  Castle  Carrock to  Talkin  Tarn; Cottage,  Wetheral;
                      (continued overleaf)     
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Crab Fair Exhibition 2017
Egremont’s Crab Fair is one of England’s longest surviving fairs and celebrated its 750th anniversary this year. Despite 
its signifi cance the fair is under-represented in terms of extant archival material at Whitehaven Archives. Nevertheless, 
the archive hosted an exhibition in the autumn to narrate the untold history and development of the fair from the 13th 
century to the present day.
Items of relevance were sparse and dispersed among other existing collections. The most fruitful was the Hound 
Trail Association collection (YDSO 116). This consists of seven boxes of material ranging from the 1940s until 2010, 
including programmes, newspaper cuttings, diaries, dog registration material, photographs and some personal 
ephemera. Most signifi cantly, the collection holds a testimony of Mr W Logan of Egremont, on his experience of Crab 
Fair, supplemented with his own dog registration documentations and photographs. The collection also contains a 
substantial if incomplete run of Crab Fair programmes from 1971 to 2016.

Other collections yielded some Crab Fair gems such as research 
notes compiled by historian and former FOCAS stalwart, Dr John 
M Todd, which comprised a transcript and translation of the 1257 
Charter of King Henry III granting Thomas de Multon the right 
to hold the fair (YDX 528/1/45) and a family tree showing the 
lineage of Thomas de Multon (1247-1294) (YDX 528/1/57) as 
well as an older Crab Fair programme dated 1953 (YDX 700/1/7). 
It was also important to include items which although not directly 
displaying the history of the Fair nevertheless were relevant in 
other ways.  A good example of this is a notebook dated 1742-
1768 of Thomas Cragg of Cragg Hall, Millom (YDLEW/3/6). The 
notebook provides instructions on how to get a game cock fi t to 
fi ght as cock-fi ghting was a featured sport of Crab Fair prior to the 
Cruelty to Animals Act of 1835.
Engagement with the local community was important in acquiring 
new understandings of the existing collections, whilst encouraging 
potential donors to Whitehaven Archives. I worked closely with 
the ‘Crab Fair Archive’ (a privately-owned archive that operates 
outside of the formal heritage sector), former Crab Fair committee 
members, past participants and loyal spectators to fl esh out the 
contemporary identity of Crab Fair, and consulted local histories 
to create a narrative of Crab Fair within a national context. The 
community stamp was clearly marked on the exhibition panels 
and showcases, particularly through the kind donations from Mrs 
Irene Herd and loans from the Crab Fair Archive. This helped 
fi ll our archival gaps and showcase this collection which is not 
usually accessible to the public. This collaboration will, I hope, 
have a long-term impact, so that  the history  of  the Crab Fair 
is preserved in an exhibition format which can repeated and 
displayed at any location.  The custodian of the community 
archive loaned several boxes which included a wealth of  Crab 
Fair merchandise and ephemera, not  least a  sample of the 
Greasy Pole which  was  brought to Egremont in 2008, designed 
by nationally acclaimed Turner Prize winning artist Jeremy Deller 
and collaborator Alan Kane.

As a result of the project Whitehaven Archives have acquired new accessions including hundreds of digitised 
photographs, an audio lecture of the fair’s history by former Crab Fair committee chair, old testimonies from articles 
(incorporated in the collection YDX 678) as well as Bookwell Primary School log books (YDS 103/1/4) and more Crab 
Fair annual programmes (YDSO 116/5/6). Further, I am trying my hand at an ongoing oral history project which began 
with the research for the exhibition. The aim of the project is to preserve community memories of the Crab Fair by those 
directly or indirectly involved.
Ultimately the exhibition encouraged innovative methods to bring together past and present identities of the Crab Fair 
and for the most part people were willing and eager to assist. Fleshing out the fair’s history requires stronger bridges 
being built between Whitehaven Archives and the community.  This project, along with other work I do at the Archives, 
helps build my professional skills and knowledge in the postgraduate Diploma in Archives and Records Management 
which I am doing at the University of Dundee.                  Rebecca M Muncaster, Post-Graduate Student Volunteer

Continued from page seven
Cottage, Wetheral; at work in Carlisle Citizens’ League Rest Room; 
knitting for the Forces  (see photo on right); group photograph 
(loose) (: DSO 101/RA/1/1) .
A more modern but no less signifi cant, was a deposit of material 
relating to the Cumbria’s Top 50 Trees Project of 2016-2017 made 
by Mrs I Glimmerveen of Woodland Inspirations, the designers 
of the project. Cumbria’s Top 50 Trees was a Heritage Lottery 
funded project and the deposit includes; a booklet featuring the 
tree nominations, a leafl et with map of tree locations, a letter to 
supporters and a DVD produced upon completion of the project.  
(Reference: DSO 438).
All the above collections have been catalogued and are available 
to view on CASCAT.                                                    Louise Smith


