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Views of the English Lakes

A sneak preview of the ‘star’ of the Conservation Unit’s first
conservation video, a booklet of ‘Views of the English Lakes’
in need of repair
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From the Chair
Around the start of the second lockdown I received three emails from
concerned souls who were asking about the whereabouts of the archived
copies of the Westmorland Gazette. There was much consternation
about the recent closing of the Westmorland Gazette offices in Kendal
and those with an historical bent wanted to know just what had happened
to the volumes of old Gazettes that were stored on the top floor of the
premises in Stricklandgate. One would imagine that the answer could be
found by just picking up a telephone and asking the person concerned
what the latest position was. That is far too simplistic to say the least.
Newsquest, the owners of the Gazette, appear to operate in a veil of
secrecy. Quite coincidentally at this time, I had a news story that I wanted
to pass on to the Gazette’s counterpart in Carlisle, the Cumberland News,
but it proved almost impossible to speak to anyone either about the file
copies or to pass on the news story.
It is symptomatic of the way that businesses are keeping the general public at arm’s length these days.
Never mind about Covid 19, there has been a trend over the last 20 years for organisations to distance
themselves from face to face meetings and interaction with the public. At the time of writing I have received
no communication from Newsquest despite leaving various messages and emails. As a former journalist
and newspaper editor myself, I find it totally incomprehensible that an organisation, whose business is
communication and publicity, should hide itself away from public contact like some nefarious underworld
outfit.
Newspapers are in many instances, vital to historical research and are rightly regarded as a primary source
of material on a par with original documents. Until the British Newspaper Archive manages to scan every
copy of every newspaper, it is absolutely vital that the original copies are preserved and available to view in
the public domain.
It was therefore encouraging when the Cumbria Archive Service offices reopened at the end of October that
researchers were able to talk to those CAS staff members on duty and running the service. I have to say that
the measures that were in place were absolutely the best that could be imagined. Again, upon reopening
at the beginning of December, the rules are being applied in a rigorous but fair manner. Of course, no one
gets it right first time but the heartening thing from my point of view is that when I was in the Archive Centre
at Carlisle I felt 100 per cent safe and I know the archive service will be tweaking and shuffling the system
to make everyone’s visit both enjoyable and secure.
It is an old adage that you don’t miss anything until it’s gone but the closures have certainly made me aware
of how much I rely on the archive centres and when they are closed I am like a ‘lost soul’. Never again will I
put off research to another week or another month.
Hopefully next time I write to you I will be posing the question of whether you have had your vaccine and
there will be some return to normality but in the meantime let us look forward to a better 2021.

Chester

FoCAS 2021 New Year Prize Quiz
See page 16 of this Newsletter

Closing date 31 January 2021
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Of the vital role of archives

The calls for the government to publish the evidence, the impact assessments and modelling, that have supported
their decision-making in responding to the Covid-19 pandemic provide an instance of the vital role that records can
and should play long-term, in providing key data. That records ‘provide a fixed reference point, allowing truth and
falsehood to be judged through transparency, verification, citation and reproducibility’ is one of the functions of
libraries and archives that Richard Ovenden, Bodley’s Librarian at the University of Oxford, highlights in his most
recent publication, Burning the Books, A History of Knowledge Under Attack (John Murray, London, 2020).
Historically, such knowledge has proved vulnerable as witnessed by the instances of destruction over millennia that
Ovenden chronicles, from the loss of Mesopotamian clay tablets to the Nazis’ book-burning, the Serbs’ destruction
of the National and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina and more than half of the provincial archives
of Bosnia in 1992, and the loss and destruction of libraries and archives in the invasion of Iraq in 2003. In Britain,
the destruction wrought by the Reformation resulted in the loss of most of the contents of monastic and other
libraries (including that of the University of Oxford) besides the loss of the administrative archives (title deeds,
court and account rolls) of religious houses. Of Glastonbury Abbey’s library – one of the country most famous
libraries – it is estimated that perhaps a thousand manuscripts were destroyed; of only about 60 manuscripts that
remain, scattered between many repositories, is the Magna Tabula containing legends of the founding of the Abbey
by Joseph of Arimathea and accounts of the saints buried there which was saved and found its way to Naworth
Castle, to form part of the noted library of Lord William Howard (1563-1640), before the Magna Tabula’s eventual
acquisition by the Bodleian Library.
Ovenden recognises that ‘libraries and archives themselves destroy knowledge daily’: duplicate books are routinely
disposed of when only one copy is needed while non-current records are subject to an appraisal process, recognising
that not everything can or should be kept. (‘Not all the records generated by a government department can be kept
– to do so would be madness and unaffordable madness at that.’) While there is a practice difference between
The National Archives, responsible for the archives of central government and its agencies, and the wider archives
sector, awareness of the criteria for selection of those classes of record judged of long-term administrative, legal or
historical value, and of those other classes of record destroyed is an aspect which the historian may wish to take
into account in reaching a considered judgment in assessing the evidence available to him / her. The revelation that
the landing cards documenting the arrival in the UK of the ‘Windrush generation’ had been destroyed by the Home
Office in 2010, as they assumed that the information was held elsewhere, showing the importance of archives, was
the spur to Richard Ovenden writing on the subject, that the preservation of knowledge of this kind is vital for an
open healthy society.
In documenting the long history of attacks on knowledge and the impact that the destruction of libraries and
archives has had on communities and on society as a whole, Ovenden charges that ‘we are being complacent
today by not adequately preserving knowledge in digital form, and complacency is leading governments to reduce
funding’. One way that he suggests that governments could tackle the funding problem is through taxing the major
technology companies. Noting that archiving Twitter has proved to be too great a challenge even for the Library of
Congress in the USA, he observes that the challenges of archiving Facebook, WeChat, Weibo, Tencent or some of
the other social media platforms could be even greater.
Besides the role of libraries and archives in providing a fixed reference point, allowing truth and falsehood to be
held to account, Ovenden identifies the other functions which are lost when they are lost or destroyed: they support
the education of society as a whole and of specific communities within it; they provide a diversity of knowledge
and ideas; they support the well-being of citizens and the principles of the open society through the preservation
of key rights and through encouraging integrity in decision-making; and they help root societies in their cultural
and historical identities through preserving the written record of those societies and cultures. Addressing these
functions in the Coda to his book ‘to the holders of power’, it is to be hoped that the challenges Burning the Books
presents will be answered by governments, central as well as local. In the meantime, this important, most readable
and well referenced book should reach a wide audience.		
Adrian Allan

Deadlines for copy for the Newsletter are:
1 April (May edition); 15 August (September edition); 1 December (January edition)
The Editor welcomes contributions to the Newsletter from FoCAS members
Articles should be in the region of 500 words (preferably with illustrations)
Articles on members’ own research interests are particularly welcome
Please contact me at: jean2.turnbull@btinternet.com
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Roger Bingham and the West Indies
After leaving Cambridge at the age of 22 Roger moved to Trinidad where he taught between 1965 and 1967,
partly at the University of the West Indies. He embarked on a PhD on the post–emancipation period in Trinidad
and Tobago. This was abandoned following a visit from his parents when he became homesick. He returned
home to become a schoolmaster – and the rest is history.

Westmorland and Slavery

Britain’s western coastlands are stained with historic traces of slavery. The trade in African slaves was dominated by
the mega ‘slave-ports’ of Bristol and Liverpool, prime players in the Atlantic triangular trade connecting Britain to Africa,
where British products were exchanged for ‘black cargo’- African slaves. It was through their labour in America and the
West Indies that Britain procured vital imports of sugar, tobacco and cotton.
Though operating at a lesser level, the ‘slavery coast’s’ middle sections in Lancashire and Cumbria, contributed to the
noxious trade largely through the ports of Whitehaven and Lancaster. Between 1710 and 1773 Whitehaven merchants,
headed by Walter Lutwidge, organised 69 slave–ship voyages. These were often sponsored by leading Cumbrian
dynasts like the Lowthers who also owned West Indian sugar plantations. Hence the proceeds of ‘slave sugar’ helped
pay for Lowther Castle - once Westmorland’s largest house.
For lower caste Cumbrians Caribbean Cane Sugar bequeathed a legacy in
the county’s sweet tooth from traditional sweet treats like Cumberland sauce,
fly pasty and rum butter and, eventually, such post-slave sugar derivatives
as Kendal Mint Cake, Sticky Toffee Pudding and, perennially, Rum Punch.
Hence, Whitehaven’s principal heritage attraction is called The Rum Story.
At Lancaster, ‘sugar-house alley’ also refers to slave-sugar. But the city’s
strongest link with slavery is mahogany furniture created by Richard Gillow’s
cabinet makers. It has been calculated that 40 per cent of Gillow’s income
was derived from slavery. Thus, genteel Gillow furniture adorning stately
homes derived from mahogany ballast conveyed in the squalid holds of
slave-ships. From the same source came the shiny long cases of treasured
grandfather clocks, produced for less grand families, by Westmorland’s
hordes of horologists.
Crucially, slaves picked the raw material for the cotton industry. From c.1690,
pre-dating the rise of Lancashire cotton, there was a cotton mill at Milnthorpe.
‘Cottun Wooll’ in 1701 appeared in the post-mortem inventory of Joseph
Grigg of Milnthorpe. Just into Lancashire Caton cotton mill was owned by
Thomas Hodgson whose brother John was a slave trader.

Captions.Top right: Portrait of Richard Gillow Left: Gawith, Hoggarth & Co.
snuff factory on Lowther Street (Trevor Hughes). Bottom left: The ‘Saracen’
renovated c. 2010 (Trevor Hughes)
Milnthorpe was Westmorland’s only sea port. Its activities stretched down the Kent Estuary from Sandside, west of the
village, to Arnside. Apart from coastal trade Milnthorpe mariners also embarked on Atlantic crossings. In c.1600 the
Robinsons of Soutergate, Kendal, dealt in cottons with Virginia and the West Indies. Curiously, the name of cotton cloth
made from vegetable blossoms derives from ‘Kendal Cottons’ made from sheep’s wool. Another transatlantic merchant
was Thomas Tolson who, in 1638, paid for Tolson Hall at Staveley from the first tobacco sold, in Kendal, for smoking
and for snuff. Until recently, a pipe-smoking statuette, known locally as ‘Black Boy’ or ‘Saracen’, adorned the former
Lowther Street premises of Gawith and Hoggarth, ‘manufacturers of the Celebrated Kendal Brown Snuff’.
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Coincidentally, just when slave-gathered cotton material began to clothe British natives, local textiles were being
exported to clad slaves. In 1750 Bishop Pocock recorded that ‘Kendal ‘frieze at 8d per yard was shipped to the West
Indies for the use of slaves’. In 1770, 120 pieces of Kendal Cotton went to Barbados, 80 to Domingo, 810 to Jamaica
and 2,693 (!) went to Virginia.
Many of the first traders were Quakers including Joseph Grigg, a Milnthorpe ‘distiller’, who on his death (in 1701)
had shares in three ships ‘Phoenix’, ‘Primrose’ and, noticeably, ‘the Imployment now fitted with part of ye cargo for
Barbadoes’. His warehouse was at Sandside. Another Quaker merchant who shipped goods through Milnthorpe was a
Kendal dry-salter Isaac Wilson. Nevertheless, in 1727, over a century before British Empire Slaves were emancipated
in 1834, the Society of Friends condemned slavery. Their stance is illustrated at the Quaker Tapestry Exhibition in
Kendal’s Friends Meeting House with the embroidered text ‘God has made of one blood all nations of Men’.
Milnthorpe’s most notorious Slave Trader
was Captain Joseph Fayrer. According to
his marble memorial in Heversham Church
he ‘died at Cape Coast Castle on the coast
of Africa, Jan. 11 1801 aged 55’. He built
Milnthorpe’s finest Georgian house which he
called Harmony Hall after the big house on
a Jamaican slave plantation (see image on
right). His ship was also registered as ‘The
Harmony’. Captain Fayrer traded after ‘Lord
Mansfield’s Decision’, of 1772, which decreed
that any slave setting foot in Great Britain was
automatically free. Even so, many local myths
about resident slaves persist. In the 1950s,
Belle Halliwell of Ackenthwaite told the tale
of how ‘one local family was set against using sugar after a Black Baby
was landed in a sugar sack at Sandside’. A newer fable claims that in the
1820s slaves were incarcerated in the cellars at Storrs Hall at Bowness
when it belonged to Liverpool’s greatest slave trader John Bolton who,
incidentally, was born at Ulverston (see drawing on right). Curiously just up
the lake slavery’s leading abolitionist William Wilberforce was a frequent
guest at Rayrigg Hall. One wonders if Wilberforce and Bolton ever met!
Nevertheless, Westmorland and abolition is another important theme.
Scattered references in parish registers show that people of African descent
did live in Cumbria. Over 100 Africans were registered at Whitehaven.
Scattered Westmorland examples include two ‘negroes’ registered at Kendal
in c.1770. Amongst burials at Heversham were, c.1793, ‘John Burral aged
22 of Whydah in Africa’ and Henry Tindal of British West Indies, who died
of ‘water in ye brain’. Over in the plantations, slaves sometimes adopted
English surnames and the familiar Westmorland name of Braithwaite is still
common in Trinidad. Samuel Quashy, unusually, retained his African second
name when he was baptised at Kirkby Lonsdale in 1807. This was roughly
at the time when Emily Bronte attended a school at nearby Cowan Bridge.
In Wuthering Heights she describes her novel’s anti-hero Heathcliffe as a
‘dark’ boy from Liverpool. Hypothetically, therefore, Emily might have got
the idea for a mixed-race character from people she had seen in Lunesdale
who, perhaps, had wandered from the ports of Lancaster or Milnthorpe.
Noticeably, many male slaves were baptised Samuel and the shortened form of the name is applied to the well-known
‘Sambo’s Grave’ (of 1736) at Sunderland Point, near the Port of Lancaster. At Windermere, another ‘slave grave’
commemorates Rasselas Bellfield, a native of Abyssinia who died in 1822 aged 32. His poignant - if questionable epitaph reads:
A Slave by birth, I left my native land,
And found my Freedom on Britannia’s blest Isle!
Thou Glory of the Wise and free,
Thy Touch alone unbinds the Chains of Slavery
Roger K Bingham
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North West Plague Stones
Who would have imagined that 2020 would see a worldwide pandemic on the Coronavirus scale? Whilst it’s a viral
disease and not a bacterial plague it is also classified as a pandemic – an epidemic that got a passport.
The Black Death was the most serious of all bubonic plagues and is thought to have been around since 3000BC. The
infection Versinia spectrum, was spread by fleas, hosted by rats and was in England in the years 1347-1351, having
initially raged throughout Asia, Africa and Europe on a mission, possibly starting in China in 1334. A second bout of
serious proportions arrived by ship to the Humber in 1349, spreading to the north-west counties that were the hardest
hit in the entire country: Cumberland, Westmorland and Lancashire North of the Sands.
Largely unknown is the heritage of unique plague stones that saved thousands of lives during all manner of plagues,
in terms of distancing and accessing food left for the sick. On top of the stones were recesses or holes full of vinegar
into which pennies were dropped in payment. How many hundreds are now overgrown, destroyed or used for other
purposes? Those discovered at Millom, Caldbeck and Burton-in-Kendal, now purposely built into walls, are safely
preserved and easily viewed.
Recently, churchwarden Norma Hughes kindly pursued a
plague stone at St Mary’s Church, Gosforth, from information
passed to me by Kate Holliday of the Local Studies Library
in Kendal. This amazing church’s origins go back to the
8th century. It is particularly famous for its great antiquities
which include the 14th century Viking Cross, declared to be
the best in England. Inside the church are also rare Viking
hogback stones. Hidden by grass and bramble Norma found
and exposed the large and unusual stone which was moved
from one site to the top of the churchyard wall. During the
Black Death epidemic of 1597-1598 187 people out of a
population of 600 perished hereabouts.
During the outbreak in the 1590s Andrew Hodgson, who
had travelled from Newcastle, left his mark in this region. He
stayed overnight in the building which became the Penrith
Building Society and was the first to die. The town still has its two plague
stones, and a plaque in St Andrew’s Church shows the number of deaths
in Penrith, Kendal, Richmond and Carlisle with such high numbers that
they must include the deaneries of each.
Plague stones come in a variety of styles and most appear to have
been used for other purposes in a former life. Medieval cross bases
were often used, like the one near St Cuthbert’s Church at Edenhall
with many plague victims. After the Dissolution of the Monasteries the
crosses were cast aside and the resulting space was suitable for vinegar,
now supporting a 19th century cross. Spillers stone in Greystoke, where
the plague also struck, is said to have been used for this purpose but is
disguised by being overgrown. Boundary stones were used, especially
those far enough away from habitations to trade livestock, and it is
believed creeing troughs were also suitable. Up to medieval times these
troughs were used at manor houses and steadings as a mortar, using a
pestle for separating the husks from cereal crops.
Occasionally more ornate stones are found, seemingly designed for
the purpose, such as the one of 1633 inscribed ‘Feare God Honor [sic]
the King’ on the approach to Devil’s Bridge at Kirkby Lonsdale. It is
described as a plague/leper stone. The Great Plague, which mainly
affected London in 1665-1666, was the last of the major plagues.
Interestingly some plague locations appear to have no stones, but it may
be that they have been repurposed. For example, a 16th century model was removed by a family of coffin makers from
Carlisle Cathedral grounds in the early 1800s. Their descendants use it as a planter in their North Yorkshire garden
and don’t aim to give it back any time soon.

There are many theories as to why we are experiencing the current pandemic. We have had biblical-scale war,
famine, pestilence and death worldwide during this year. So has the prophesy in the Book of Revelation about the
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Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse come to pass or
is it sabotage, laboratory leaks, or punishment for
abusing our planet? In his 1978 publication Famine
in Tudor and Stuart England Professor Andrew B
Appleby makes a case for the Malthusian theory,
rather than plague, that when famine struck
(especially in 1597-1598) the population in northwest England outgrew food production. He makes
no mention of plague stones.
		
Maggie B Dickinson
Captions: p.6 top: Plague stone, St Mary’s Church
Gosforth.
p.6 bottom: Plague stone, Edenhall. Now used as
cross base.
p.7: Plague and leper stone, Devil’s Bridge, Kirkby
Lonsdale (Mark Abbotson of La Maison)

News from the Cumbria Archive Service
Service-wide news
Restoring our services…part two!
It turned out to be something of a false dawn when our Carlisle and Whitehaven Archive Centres opened on 21
October and Kendal Archives opened on 4 November. Just one day later the second lockdown arrived! However it
was good to be open again, our staff enjoyed having customers in our searchrooms and we had received enthusiastic
use, being fully-booked on some days. The short opening period allowed staff to ensure they were familiar with the
Covid secure protocols in our buildings and has provided good preparation for our second reopening. We have been
busy dealing with the resumption of receiving accessions and continuing to deal with enquiries.
We reopened on 2 December at Carlisle, Kendal and Whitehaven and Barrow Archives is expected to reopen in midDecember. If you would like to use our Archive Centres and need to refer to original records you will need an Archives
Card. If you have not already done so, please register for one at www.archivescard.com.
Robert Baxter, Senior Archivist

Update from Kendal Archives
Recent accessions include:
Cumbrian Railways Association journals, 2020 (WDSO 108)
Wainwright Society Library – The Outlying Fells of Lakeland, revised by Chris Jesty, 2020 (WDAW)		
Windermere Choral Society minute book, 1967-1986 (WDSO 351)
South Lakeland Decorative and Fine Arts Society records, 1999-2020 (WDSO 388)
Crime in Victorian Westmorland and Cumberland, digital files of notes, images, spreadsheets, and articles,
created and compiled by Guy Woolnough (WDX 2015)
Sedbergh deeds, relating to property on Main Street, 1879-1963 (WDX 2016)
Recent accessions at Cumbria Archive Centre, Kendal, include additional records for the South Lakeland Decorative
and Fine Arts Society, which wound up this year (WDSO 388). This accession brings the records up to date and
includes AGM and committee minutes and photograph albums which relate to the projects carried out by the society.
These include heritage work carried out by volunteers at Brougham Hall, St Wilfrid’s chapel, Kendal Museum, Levens
Hall, and Dallam Tower.
The Windermere Choral Society minute book was a useful addition as it filled a gap in the collection and the revised
edition of Wainwright’s Outlying Fells was a useful supplement to the Wainwright Library which is accessible in the
Kendal searchroom. There have been fewer new accessions than usual at Kendal because of the national lockdowns,
but I’m sure accessions will increase now that the Archive Centre has reopened.
Anthony Hughes, Archivist
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News from the Conservation Unit
We are happy to report we are still working as 2020 rumbles on. Luckily, we have lots of space in our studio, so
Fay and I can safely stay at work. Conservation is impossible to do from home, but with our reading rooms closed
and many projects on hold we have been using the time before we reopen to catch up on all those jobs we’ve
been meaning to do, but never seem to have time for. We are also working on some videos for our outreach.
These will be short videos outlining conservation treatments on a few collection items - keep your eyes peeled
for links to those on our Instagram in the new year!
As I’m new to the archives, it’s been helpful for me to have the time to start a deep clean of the storerooms and
studio. Not only are we keeping up our preventive conservation standards, but it also helps me to get acquainted
with the collection - and the local spider population of Cumbria.
In addition to cleaning up the store rooms, we have recently received delivery of our new double-width freezer.
After some stressful moments of doubt, Fay’s measurements proved perfectly accurate and the whole thing
squeezed into the lift and through the door without a hitch. The freezer is soon to house our collections of acetate
negatives, and any other materials that are best off at low temperatures. This includes many kinds of plastic, and
a lot of modern media. While we already keep our modern media and photographic collections in cold storage at
around 7-8 degrees, there are still some objects which need to be kept at even lower temperatures. Here’s a pro
tip - if you want your Barbie doll to last 100 years, keep it in the freezer.
As well as being a great new storage option for fragile plastics, the freezer is kept in the quarantine store for one
very good reason, and that is that it will be used to freeze any (well packed) items with suspicious insect holes.
This precaution is essential in ensuing that new accessions brought in from soggy churches and draughty attics
don’t arrive with any wiggly surprises lurking in the bindings. A deep freeze of up to a week will kill off most
common archive pests and is relatively safe to do, so long as the object in question is carefully dried first.
Erika Freyr, Senior Conservator

Preventative conservation work
The recently rediscovered working notebook on the ‘Care of County
Muniments’ has been of great interest to us in the Conservation Unit
in recent months. It dates from c.1950, before our predecessors began
officially repairing the collections in 1962. Contents include notes on
the equipment and materials that were considered necessary to set up
an archive repair workshop and enable the mending of documents in
line with the methods used at the time. It is interesting to see some of
the materials we use today have not changed from those listed, whilst
others have fallen out of use as techniques have developed with our
increased scientific knowledge and the wider range of suitable repair
materials available.
Other points of interest are the suppliers and prices given, and a
personal favourite is the fact that pure white flour, to be used as an
adhesive, had to be obtained by special permit from the Ministry of
Food, Cereal Division. As we now purchase our wheat starch powder
in large tubs that are readily available, it is interesting to see how such
a staple of our studio was harder to acquire back then. Stay tuned to
our Instagram for more on this in the future, as we will be using some
of these insights into the history of archive conservation as a series
of posts with examples to highlight them where possible (see sample
page on right).
As mentioned in the previous Newsletter, an important part of our preventive conservation work is the monitoring
of the storage environments. Our dataloggers record both the temperature and humidity every 15 minutes and
this can then be viewed as a plotted graph, enabling us to see an overall picture of the conditions over time and
respond to any changes as necessary. Although small they are very technical items which require calibrating
every two years to ensure they are taking accurate readings. There are 16 in total across all sites, so this required
a co-ordinated approach with our colleagues at each office to send them to the manufacturer in staged batches
to ensure minimal disruption to our ongoing monitoring programme. This has now been completed with all the
dataloggers back in place - a job we can tick off until their next calibration date is due in 2022!
Fay Humphreys, Conservator
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Update from Carlisle Archive Centre
Latest accessions include:
Garlands Mental Hospital, patient records, 1950s-1970s (THOS 8)
John Hall Thompson of Thompson’s Board Mill, Little Salkeld, transcript of diary, 1899-1952 (DX 2421)
Corby Castle, Levens Hall and Muncaster Castle, colour slides, 1970s (DX 2423)
CWAAS; minutes of the Industrial Archaeology Committee, 2002-2009; correspondence with LDNPA
regarding a lintel at Backbarrow Iron Works, 1982-2003; site plans of Newlands Furnace, 1981 and
2002; correspondence regarding Mossband House and Offices, and Denton Village, 2003-2009
(DSO 1)
Carlisle and District Boy Scouts Association Year Book, 1953; Gang Show programmes, 1954,1955, 		
1959 (with press cutting), 1960; Lakeland Jamboree programme, 1960; Carlisle Pageant programme,
1951 (DSO 96)
Ridley’s Chemist of Scotch Street, Carlisle, two prescription books,1939-1950 (DB 179)
Kirkandrews-on-Esk, St Andrew Parish, 1735-2015 (PR 55)
Wigton Methodist Circuit, various committee minutes including: General Purpose, Leadership Team; 		
Local Preachers,1949-2015 (DFCM 9)
Hotel Bills, Royal Oak, Temperance Hotel, Wigton and Chisam’s Hotel, Carlisle, 1918-1920 (DX 2425
Cowans Sheldon Civil Engineers of Carlisle, Crane catalogue/promotional publication; engineer’s 		
calculation book, JW Wharton; press cuttings relating to the Ursa Major and Minor cranes and model
at Tullie House; black and white photographs, c.1940-2008 (DB 40)
Penrith Women’s Institute, press reports for the Cumberland and Westmorland Herald, Jan 2009-Dec
2015 (DSO 461)
J Glendining, Boot maker, Warwick Road and 4 James Street, Carlisle, receipt for shoe repairs, Jan 		
1890 (DX 2426)

Lockdown project
During the second lockdown, staff at
Carlisle Archives took the opportunity
to review the layout of our secondary
sources contained on the shelves
in the public rooms. Some shelves
looked disorganised and others were
quite sparsely filled. We were keen
to improve their overall appearance.
Another objective was to bring the
sources together into their respective
categories. Prior to staff remapping
the layout of the shelves it was all too
common to discover family history
guides located on several shelves in
both rooms.
Most of the Public Body publications
have been moved from the Search
Room into the Map Room. All Council
Minutes can now be found on the back
wall of the Map Room and follow on
from the collection of State Papers
etc. General sources such as family history guides and material relating to the history of Cumberland have been
moved into the Search Room. The CFHS collection enjoys a more prominent place within the Search Room along
with other useful sources for the family history researcher. The Brown’s Index has been weeded, any gaps within
the parish transcripts have been filled with Brown’s material.
This is an ongoing project. Staff will continue to weed and review material, removing what has become irrelevant
or duplicated. We have decorated some of the shelves with ornate wooden boxes that were previously displayed
in Lady Gillford’s House. These items help to break up the layout of the books and add a bit of warmth to the
rooms, instead of facing an austere wall of book spines and ring binders (see photograph on right).
More from the Carlisle Archive Centre overleaf
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Outreach activities
Things have been rather quiet on the outreach front. We have been forced to have a bit of a rethink. History Day
in November gave us the chance to approach things differently. We decided to put together a short film using
sources to support the theme of New World. Photographs were selected from a variety of collections including
the building of the M6 motorway and James Street Power Station. Although a modest piece of footage, it is a way
of sharing and promoting collections to a wider audience. It will be a while before we are able to open our doors
to the public for a Discovery Evening. We plan to deliver our next discovery event on the theme of Leisure and
Tourism using the same online format. This will be available on YouTube with links from the Cumbria Archives’
Twitter account and the joint Carlisle Archive and Library Facebook page.
We have recently joined forces with Tullie House and M Unit to launch a project called Black Memories Matter.
The project hopes to shine a light on the local black community and to collect artefacts, photographs and other
relevant material. The are also plans to conduct oral history interviews so that we can capture as much information
as possible. We hope to develop a workshop that can be rolled out to local schools as well as use the collection
of new material to help celebrate Black History Month in a more meaningful way.
Michael Stephens, Archivist

News from Whitehaven Archives
Latest accessions include:
Plan of part of the late Henry Curwen’s estate in the manors of Workington, Harrington and Distington
and of land at Flimby, 1805 (DCU/Estate Plans/157)
Photographs of The Rookery, Great Clifton, 1984-1985 (PH/1668)
Photographs of the public houses of Hensingham with notes, c. 2020 (PH/1669)
Photographs of the Greenbank Mural, Whitehaven, Nov 2020 (PH/1670)
Egremont Urban District Council / Egremont Local Board, 1880-1890 (SRDEC)
Deeds of various properties in West Cumbria including the Wasdale Hall Estate, Manor of Castlerigg
and Derwentwater, Derwentwater Lake and Bolthow Farm, c.1620-20th century (YDB 103)
Workington County Grammar School Speech Day Programmes 1951,1954-1959 (YDS 53)
Whitehaven Playground minute book, 1920-1924 (YDX 342)
Publication ‘Atom Kids: The Oral History of Seascale’ compiled by Jason Rushworth, 3rd edition, 2020
(YDX 698)
Photographs of Egremont and related material, 1980s-2011 (YDX 699)
Admissions to the Manor of Workington, for land in Priestgate,1729-1750 (YDX 742)
Deeds relating to 41 New Street, Whitehaven, 1777-1909 (YDX 743)
Deeds relating to Green Dykes cottages, Egremont,1716-1915 (YDX 744)
Blackwood’s pocketbook and diary, documenting daily life in Whitehaven. Writer unknown, possibly a
woman or girl in domestic service in Whitehaven,1897 (YDX 745)
West Cumbrian industrial scenes - glass plates, photographs and negatives, [1960s], to be digitised
(YDX 746) 			
Diane Hodgson, Archivist

Digitising the catalogues of the Egremont (Leconfield) estate collection
I have continued to make progress on this lockdown project, though it has been slower in the last few weeks now
that we have been able to work onsite on original collections. I have now only the digital texts of one large folder
of catalogue lists remaining to edit which pertain to the large holdings of estate plans. I anticipate completion of
the editing and publication online of the entire catalogue to the Leconfield collection in the first half of next year.
This exercise has already produced its first remote volunteer project. One of our regular volunteers is transcribing
at home from scanned photocopies the manuscript lists produced by the agent in the late 18th century which
enumerate the deeds dating from the 17th century-mid 18th century which relate to over 60 burgage properties
in Cockermouth. This data will be added to the electronic catalogue and should prove of interest to family and
property historians.

Antiquarian oddments
Lockdown mark 2.0 has provided me with an opportunity to spend some days at our outstore continuing to
appraise and catalogue unlisted pre-1974 local authority records, in this case those of the Cleator Moor Urban
and Whitehaven Rural District Councils. Among the routine and largely unremarkable contents was a file of largely
personal correspondence of Henry Rothery (1852-1929) of Summergrove, Hensingham, Clerk of Cleator Moor
Urban District Council right up to his death and also Assistant Overseer of Cleator for over 50 years. According
to his obituary in the Whitehaven News (3 January 1929) Rothery’s accomplishments included cycle rides from
Ostend to Vienna and from Dieppe to Monte Carlo and he was a keen amateur antiquarian, giving lectures locally
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and writing the occasional article on local history for the Whitehaven
newspapers. The file included over a dozen letters from Caesar Caine
(1856-1922), Vicar of St Leonard’s Cleator from 1910 until his death.
A historian and naturalist in his spare time, Caine volunteered at the
age of 60 to serve with the Royal Army Chaplains’ Department with the
rank of captain at Netley Hospital from 1917-1919. The letters reveal
a friendly correspondence from 1911-1915 mainly on the subject of
place names in and around Cleator Moor for Caine’s history Cleator
and Cleator Moor Past and Present (1916). One letter revealed
Caine’s search for evidence of local properties of interest led to the
following reaction of horror at the fate of their title deeds, ‘tons are
destroyed by the solicitors. I know of 3 sacks full being destroyed at
the present time. Those who have them won’t turn them out. In some
cases where lawyers have them they cannot read them!’
The file includes nine letters from antiquary and author William
Gershom (W G) Collingwood, then Editor of the Cumberland and
Westmorland Antiquarian and Archaeological Society. Rothery had
apparently initiated the correspondence by sending Collingwood a
copy of his article from the Whitehaven News on Cumberland dialect.
Collingwood’s responses imply a sense of gathering frustration under
a carapace of courtesy and academic generosity. Rothery’s intention
to produce a series of such articles prompted the somewhat barbed
rejoinder ‘I have no doubt your…articles on West Cumberland will be
very interesting. Far too much has been written on that neighbourhood

by amateurs who have not taken the trouble to impress themselves
on the subject’. Rothery’s article on the Gosforth Cross which
proposed that it was a wholly pagan monument was a particular
source of irritation to Collingwood. Pointing out to Rothery that of
all the many hundreds of pre-Norman sculptures in the north of
England, Scotland, Wales and the Isle of Man, ‘could you suggest
the names of any which might offer a parallel to the Gosforth
Cross, in being non-Christian, it would greatly strengthen your
argument,’ and again across several letters of some length ‘…
if the Gosforth Cross is purely pagan, where shall we find any monument to support the contention?...I am not
trying to convert you but only stating the case as I see it’. Rothery proceeded with an article on the St Bridget’s
Beckermet monument with a transcription (provided by Cardinal Francis Gasquet) and a proposed dating (to the
15th century). These both proved so unacceptable to Collingwood that he was spurred to refute Rothery in his
article ‘Notes on early crosses at Carlisle, Bewcastle and Beckermet’, CWAAS Transactions, 1915. Collingwood’s
letter to Rothery, providing his own transcription, appears to have concluded the correspondence between them.
Captions. Top right: Letter from Rev Caesar Caine, 17 May 1912
(Whitehaven Archives, SRDEB/1/3/37/12L)
Left: Letter from W G Collingwood to Rothery, 25 Feb 1912, on the
Gosforth Cross (Whitehaven Archives, SRDEB/1/3/37/12E)
Bottom right: Letter from W G Collingwood to Henry Rothery, 26
Jan 1915, with his transcription of the inscription on the Beckermet
monument and similar inscriptions (Whitehaven Archives,
SRDEB/1/3/37/15B)
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Whitehaven news continued overleaf

An amusing addition was found in a file of sundry correspondence
relating to roads within the Surveyor’s file series, Whitehaven Rural
District Council. It included a lengthy letter of complaint from the
remarkable Mary Fair on the state of the roads in Netherwasdale.
Since she apparently drove a Trojan car which had a chain
drive to solid tyres, driving over piles of grit was no doubt very
uncomfortable! The reply from the Council officer was so emollient
that she was able to state in a response a couple of days later
that ‘I should like to take the opportunity of complimenting [your]
Roads Dept. on the really excellent roads under their control, of
which, motoring daily under all weather conditions I have ample
opportunity of judging’.
Robert Baxter, Senior Archivist

Letter from Mary Fair to Whitehaven RDC, 9 July 1929
(Whitehaven Archives, SRDED/3/2/64)

Recent cataloguing
We have recently catalogued 14 photograph albums of events and streets in Egremont from the 1980s to 2012 and
title deeds of property on New Street in Whitehaven which included a smith’s shop and a weaver’s shop. Between
lockdowns, we have also taken in some glass plates of Beckermet/Haile Mines and Workington Iron and Steelworks
Company, which will need to be digitised to make them accessible. There has been further appraisal and listing of
the National Coal Board/British Coal Opencast files, lately focusing on marketing, reference and engineering series
of papers and sectional diagrams. We have also catalogued some sound recordings from Workington Local Studies
Library, mostly relating to Workington Borough, for inclusion in the British Library’s Unlocking Our Sounds Heritage
digital preservation project.

Outreach
We have been contributing to the History Begins At Home (#HBAH, @BeginsHistory on Twitter) campaign on social
media over the summer with tweets about the themes of shopping, nights in and sounds in our collections. On 19
November, we took part in History Day 2020 organised by the Institute of Historical Research, when we posted short
video clips of records connected with the theme of ‘A Brave New World’, such as letters on emigrating from Winscales
to Canada; the coming of the railways to Cockermouth; the compulsory vaccination of children; healthcare for the
poor provided by the Whitehaven Dispensary; the attempted raid by John Paul Jones. These videos can be viewed on
Cumbria Libraries and Archives’ YouTube channel.
Diane Hodgson, Archivist

Open, Close, Open…
The sheer size of the collective sigh of relief probably registered on the Richter Scale when staff at Whitehaven
Archive and Local Studies Centre finally got the nod – we would re-open to customers on 21 October. It had been a
long, long lay-off, but staff were kept busy during those bleak months with redeployment duties and back-room work.
Only now we had to re-open with new procedures and a new way of working while performing the delicate balancing
act of keeping everyone safe but maintaining a welcome environment for our customers old and new.
Initially we planned to open only in the mornings, and for the first time we were introducing a booking system and of
course a limit to the number of customers in the searchroom at any time. More preparation than one might anticipate
went into planning, taking bookings, communicating new procedures to customers and trying to ensure one-way flow
up to the searchroom. And to top it all off we had to start issuing the new Archive Cards so we had to have a play day,
rehearsing and trying to work out how the scanner and camera worked without making too big a hash of it all.
So there we were in October – Perspex screens in place, hand sanitizer units topped up, crib sheet at the ready and
for the first time in what seemed like forever the welcome sight of customers in the building. It went so well it was clear
something was going to go wrong. And then it did. Just two weeks later when we thought we had cracked in came
lockdown 2.0 and our customers were barred once again. But the real problem of course is that as we are approaching
re-opening 2.0 we’ve got to get used to our new procedure all over again. The break of only one month is just enough
time to forget it all!
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The re-opening of Whitehaven Archive Centre saw quite a number of changes, but a decision was made initially not to
offer any of the limited number of slots available to any of our volunteers – at least not until we had the opportunity to
assess demand on the booking system. But we are fortunate enough to have a band of volunteers who are willing to
continue to work remotely provided we can keep them supplied with work.
One of the jobs put on hold at the beginning of the March lockdown was the indexing of thousands of newspaper
cuttings in the local studies files. Subjects range from the Distington Pong to all aspects of the nuclear industry; from
monster sightings in lakes to historic unsolved murders – in short, enough to keep anyone fascinated for hours. So
a few of the volunteers who want to keep their hand in have been able to collect and take away folders of cuttings to
enter on to their database templates in the comfort of home. It’s easy enough to email back and for us to copy the
new information into the master index. And for at least one of our shielding volunteers the job has come as a welcome
distraction. All part of the service!
Lesley Park, Archives Assistant

Update from Barrow Archives
By the time you read this, the building work will have finished and Barrow Archive Centre will be open. The project
started in early December 2019 and was completed on 11 December 2020. It has been a long year with many
challenges, but the Library building is now in a better condition and more suitable for a modern library. Community
Learning moves into the Old Museum Room upstairs in December ready to start class in early January.
One major change is the separation of the Local Studies Library from the Archive Centre. The Local Studies Library
will be open when the library is open giving researchers much greater access to the newspapers and church registers
which are on microfilm. The room will have some local history books (others are kept in the basement and can be
requested); several reader printers (digital as well as the older variety which just print); a public access computer for
researchers to use websites such as Ancestry, Find My Past and CASCAT; parish register indexes; cemetery fiche and
indexes. The Local Studies photographs and pamphlets will now only be available in the Archive Centre along with our
collection of maps. To access these and the Archive collections you will need to sign up for an Archives Card.
We took part in History Day 2020 on 19 November. The theme was New Worlds so as Barrow was a ‘new world’ in the
mid to late 19th century we asked six local historians to write and record a three- minute piece on different aspects
of the town’s history: Furness Abbey, Furness Railway, Iron and Steel Industry, Shipbuilding, the growth of the town
centre and the building of Vickerstown on Walney Island. I added photographs to the audio and the resulting videos
were posted on Barrow Library and Archives Facebook page and Cumbria Archives Twitter. They are also available
on the new Cumbria Library and Archives YouTube channel - see:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAMgYdQ3PFbbOppViMPJhLw.
Four new local books were published this year and again we created videos
about each of them: A-Z of Barrow-in-Furness: Places–People-History by
Gill Jepson; Hindpool: One Sunday in 1959 by Stan Henderson (see cover
on right); Rob David’s A County of Refuge: Refugees in Cumbria 19331941 and Seventeenth Century Lancashire Restored: The life and work
of Dr Richard Kuerden, Antiquary and Topographer 1623-1702. These are
also on the new YouTube channel.
Barrow Borough Council has been awarded money for a new project:
Heritage Action Zone: Duke Street. The project aims to provide grants to
local businesses to improve their buildings and to provide a programme of
cultural events over the next four years. Barrow Archive Centre is part of
the Cultural Consortium which at the moment is planning a virtual walk in
Duke Street to be shown in March.
The Archive Centre is also working with Historic England and Lancashire
Archives on a project looking at charcoal production in Furness which
fuelled the early iron industry in the area. If the bid is successful, then
there will work for volunteers to transcribe account books of Backbarrow
and Duddon Furnaces as well as other work. Signal Film and Media are
continuing with their project ‘Seeing the North with Sankey’. The negatives
have all been digitised and volunteers are working on the indexes,
producing small virtual exhibitions and running live events on Facebook.
Selena and I have done some cataloguing or editing of entries on CALM. Hazel has added volunteers’ catalogue
lists to CALM after some editing of them, so some archives work has been done in the midst of the building work and
pandemic. I am certainly looking forward to getting back to some sort of normality which doesn’t include dust, drilling,
painting and builders everywhere. It will be great to be able to welcome researchers back to our searchroom and to
work in relative peace and quiet!
Susan Benson, Archivist
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Journey to Justice (JtoJ)
Journey to Justice (JtoJ) is a human rights education charity whose aim is to galvanise people to take action for
social justice through learning about human rights movements and the arts.
JtoJ is putting together a database of historic and recent stories from across the UK regarding action that
individuals and communities have taken to challenge class prejudice, economic injustice and poverty. Topics so
far have included fair employment, food security, suitable and affordable housing, fuel poverty and transport.
JtoJ is interested in gathering stories dating between 1900-2020, from both rural and urban parts of Cumbria,
in which action to achieve economic justice has taken place.

If you have any stories to share please contact Carrie Supple, Director of Journey to Justice at
carrie@journeytojustice.org.uk
If you would like to know more about JtoJ please visit: https://journeytojustice.org.uk/

The story of an urban commercial building through time
Commercial premises in urban areas are particularly susceptible to change as existing businesses are replaced
by new ones - as fashion and taste dictate. This short piece examines the changes that took place to a building
designed to house a cycle works in the years 1893 to 2021.
In 1893 Herbert J Croft opened his large and well-appointed cycle works and repair shop in Wildman Street,
Kendal, located east of the River
Kent, on a junction of two main roads.
A full-page advertisement for the
‘Victory Cycle Works’ was placed in a
1900 guide to Furness and provides
a great deal of information about the
building - including the fact that it was
provided with electric light throughout.
There is also a fulsome description of
the attractive showrooms displaying a
range of machines and accessories.
The cycles built in the firm’s premises
were
described
as
‘first-class
machines’ used by discriminating
customers such as the Post Office.
Also mentioned is the fact that Mr Croft
is an agent ‘for all the best makes of
motor cars’ - making Mr Croft one of
the first people in Westmorland to sell
motor cars.
In a photograph taken c.1905 the
large notice advertises ‘H. J. Croft,
Motor Works Garage’ suggesting a
move away from cycles. However,
the showroom is still displaying motor
cycles and cycles - presumably Mr
Croft wished to keep a foot in both
camps at this stage. An examination
of various sources allows the firm’s
steady move from cycles to motor
cars to be charted through the first
few decades of the early 20th century.
In the inter-war period Mr Croft
moved his motor business to a more
prestigious site in the centre of town.
The Wildman Street premises were
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taken over by Henry Jackson, a
motor engineer who had previously
operated from the New Road, who
renamed it ‘Kentdale Garage’. A
photograph taken c.1980 shows
it to be a multi-faceted business
consisting of a car showroom, three
petrol pumps (housed within the
walls to avoid encroachment onto
the pavement), and a large repair
and maintenance garage. All this
plus taxi and car hire businesses all run from the same premises.
However, through the 1980s life
for the proprietors of urban motor
garages became more difficult.
Fuel sales declined sharply after
out-of-town supermarkets began
Captions. p.14 top: H. J. Croft, Motor Works Garage c.1905 (Percy Duff)
selling
petrol more cheaply and by
p.14,bottom: Kentdale Garage in the 1970s (Paul Nelson)
the
1990s
car sales were moving to
p.15: The 1893 building in 2012 (Jean Turnbull)
out-of-town ‘motor villages’, further
reducing profitability. Henry Jackson’s garage adapted to the new reality by removing the petrol pumps and
leasing the showroom to a wedding hire car company.
In 2021 the northern section of the building (including the large showroom) is used as a display space and office
by a monumental mason. The remainder of the building continues to be used as a repair and maintenance
garage (still in the name of Henry Jackson Co Ltd.). So although some changes have taken place the main part
of the building provides a service to the traveller - just as it had in 1893.
The importance of photographs in telling the story of this building is clear to see. Sources such as directories
(trade and telephone), guides, advertisements and planning applications provide evidence to show how the
businesses using the building changed and developed over the years - but photographs provide the detail.
For example in the three photographs accompanying this short article it is possible to see that the decorative
woodwork above the showroom was removed sometime between 1905 and 1980, the spaces where the petrol
pumps were housed in 1980 can still be identified today, and the doorways and windows have been modified to
suit a variety of purposes over time.							
Jean Turnbull
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FoCAS 2021 New Year Prize Quiz
To activate the ‘little grey cells’ here is a quiz for you to try (without recourse to ‘Google’ if at all possible!).
The submission with the greatest number of correct answers will win a £25 book token. In the event of two
or more submissions with the same number of correct answers the winner will be chosen by lot – names
out of a hat. Please send your returns to me at 24 Pennine Way, Penrith, Cumbria, CA11 8EE or email to
wastwater@talktalk.net. Closing date 31 January 2021.

1.

Which branch of which Cumbrian family boasts the arms, or six annulets, three, two and one, sable?

2.

Which named person holds the position of custos rotulorum for Cumbria?

3.

Which race-horse owner has stables at Greystoke near Penrith?

4.

In which Cumbrian castle hangs a portrait of the alleged original Tom Fool?

5.

Which flower heads are shown on the present county flag of Cumbria?

6.

Which Cumbrian village claims to be the site of the last battle on English soil?

7.

In which Cumbrian town will you find The Candlestick?

8.

The RC church of Our Lady and St Wilfrid, Warwick Bridge, was designed by which Victorian
architect?

9.

Greystoke, Corby, and Naworth castles belong(ed) to various branches of which family?

10.

To which installation was Norman Nicholson referring in the lines,‘The Toadstool Towers infest the
shore’?

11.

Who wrote, Walking in the Lake District, and Afforestation in the Lake District?

12.

Who successfully defended Toni Mancini in the 1934 ‘Brighton Trunk’ murder?

13.

Nec Ferro Nec Igni (neither iron nor fire) is the motto of which Cumbrian town?

14.

If a Cumbrian asks you to ‘stop twinin’’, what are you being asked to do?

15.

Which member of a Cumbrian family was Speaker of the House of Commons 1905-1921?

16.

Which Cumbrian religious establishment was founded by William (the) Marshal in 1190?

17.

Which sculptor has her works sited in Greystoke church, Cartmel Priory and Haverigg foreshore?

18.

Which winner of the 1831 Reform Bill election for Cumberland and later Chief Tithe Commissioner
is buried in Raughton Head churchyard?

19.

Which Cumbrian family shares its name with a breed of goat?

20.

Which Cumbrian hotel was known as ‘U-boat Hotel’ in the Second World War?

21.

The landlord of which Cumbrian pub is recognised as a king? (Give name and location of pub)

22.

Which lake is the local home of the char fish?

23.

Which pub in which Cumbrian village boasts this verse on its sign? ‘O ---- ---- that lives by bread.
What is it makes thy nose so red? Thou silly fool that look’st so pale. ‘Tis drinking Sally Birkett’s ale’

24.

On which railway line will you traverse, among others, High Stand Gill viaduct, Long Meg viaduct,
Dodds Hill viaduct?

25.

Which Cumbrian village shares its name with a breed of terrier dog (not officially recognised by the
KC)?
Good luck, Lorna (Mullett)
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