
FoCAS MEMBERS’ DAY AND AGM – Saturday 29th October 2022 

Carlisle Archive Service, Petterill Bank, Carlisle. 

PROGRAMME 

Please note that a book stall will be available on arrival and during lunch.  Please bring along any books that you no 

longer need and think will be of interest to others. 

  9.45 – 10.30  Arrival with coffee/tea  

10.30 – 11.30 Chester Forster –The Laing Story. The story of the meteoric rise of the Carlisle building firm, Laings 

from small beginnings in Sebergham to Barrow in Furness when ‘John Willie’ made a cathartic decision 

about the future of his firm – to become the largest building firm in the world. 

11.30 – 12.15 Erika Freyr, Senior Conservator, will give the ‘low down’ on how money donated by FoCAS has been 

spent to provide new and enhanced digital conservation; what happened during Covid and some 

interesting items that have come through her hands. 

12.15 – 12.40 David Cross – Modelled on the ODNB: A Dictionary of Cumbrian Biography. Since 1998, a group of 

local historians have accumulated 2 – 3000 names for this project, now Cumbrian Lives.  They have 

just launched a searchable website with a long list of biographical paragraphs and more than 100 full 

lives, written with sources.  There are many more to complete; do join. 

12.40-12.45 Ian Jones: launch of his new book The Off-Comers of Windermere: Birth of a Vibrant Victorian 

Township 

12.45 – 1.45 LUNCH 

  1.45 – 2.30       Annual General Meeting (Agenda and Minutes with this notice.  Accounts will be tabled at the AGM) 

  2.40 – 3.30  Rob David – Muncaster Castle’s Wartime Secret:  Protecting the Tate Gallery Collection during the 

Second World War.  This is the story of how the paintings at London’s Tate Gallery were saved from 

destruction during the Blitz, and Muncaster’s vital role in providing a safe haven for some of the 

world’s most famous pictures.  This on-going research project is making use of archives held at the 

Tate Gallery, The National Archives, Muncaster Castle and Cumbria Archive Service. 

3.30                     End of the day and departure. 

BOOKING FORM 

Please reserve ……….. places at £5.00 each (including lunch) for 

Names ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Address ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Telephone No. and/or email address …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Any particular dietary requirements …………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

I enclose a cheque for £ ………………. .  Please make cheques payable to Friends of Cumbria Archives 

 

Please return this form, with your cheque, to Chester Forster, 25 Highwood Crescent, Carlisle, CA1 3LF, by 22nd 

October at the latest. 


